MINUTES

NORTHERN VIRGINIA WRITERS CLUB
MAY 10,2009
President Buttram opened the meeting at 1:00 pm, following a distributed agenda. There were no new members to introduce. The Treasurer’s report was paraphrased orally, reporting a cash position of plus $400.

June Forte and Larry Buttram summarized the proceedings of the Virginia Writers Board of Governors from a quarterly meeting held May 2 at Smith Mountain Lake. Highlights include:

· The Board wants to sponsor a short-story competition;

· Northern Virginia Writers will host the next meeting in September;

· The Blue Ridge Chapter will host the November meeting in Charlottesville;

· The State web site is being modernized.
Larry reported that 17 of the 50 registered members of the Northern Virginia Writers Club also belong to the Virginia State Writers Club. By-laws require that all local members belong to the State Club. Members are encouraged to visit the State web site at http://www.virginiawritersclub.org/ and join.
Larry reported that the Hanover Book Festival is scheduled for August 1 in at VFW Post 9808 in Mechanicsville, Virginia, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Several workshops of interest to writers will be held, and various forms of entertainment presented. Cost is $40.

President Buttram reported the following plans for future meetings:
· The June meeting is on Sunday, June 14th at 3:00 pm, featuring publishing agent Laura Strachan.

· The July meeting on a date to be determined will feature an “open mike” where members can read for five minutes from any of their compositions; ground rules for participation will be distributed in advance.
Larry gave an update on plans for the Northern Virginia Writer’s Club Chapter Book Signing on June 7 at Busboys and Poets in Arlington. Seven of ten posts have been sold. It runs from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. All members are encouraged to turn out in support – this is a Club event!!

Larry introduced guest speaker Dr. Arnie Grossblatt, Director of George Washington University’s Master of Professional Studies in Publishing. Dr. Grossblatt has degrees in psychology and computer systems, and has worked for universities and publishers, as well as himself as a consultant. 
Dr. Grossblatt described the publishing industry in terms of revenues in “professional” and “consumer” publications, about $25 billion and $35 billion, respectively, with magazines and other periodicals representing about half of revenues. A number for web sales is hard to come by, but one circulating number that includes web advertising is over $350 billion.
He led a discussion of service providers who might now be considered publishers, some of whom might be surprising: Wikipedia, Google and others. He considers a publisher anyone who adds a value that can be stated in dollar terms.

In Q&A, Dr. Grossplatt expressed his belief that traditional publishers will continue to decline. Writers will develop their own “communities” of followers on the web via give-aways of content that stimulate enough interest to bring purchases. Writers should seek fame, then turn that fame into revenues.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.
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