MINUTES

NORTHERN VIRGINIA WRITERS CLUB
OCTOBER 18,2009
Vice President Iden opened the meeting at 1:00 pm at the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library, noting the illness of President Buttram. Members Iden, Collier, Fortay, Mitchell, Winston, Collins and James introduced themselves, as well as applicant Liebow.

· Ms. Mitchell reported the cash position of the treasury at $258.40. A question was raised about membership renewal dates, and a suggestion was made that first year dues be prorated according to date of application and all renewals occur on January 1 of each year.

Action: Ms. Mitchell is to circulate a proposal to the members to prorate first year dues according to application date and have all renewals occur at the same date each year, and the club will discuss the merits and vote upon the proposal at the November 2009 meeting.
· Ms. Fortay announced that the annual Virginia State Writers Club meeting is being held November 7, 2009 in Charlottesville (http://www.virginiawritersclub.org/events.html), hosted by the Blue Ridge Chapter, and members were encouraged to attend.
· Ms. Fortay also mentioned that, as the September minutes reported, the Northern Virginia Writers Club is considering applying to host the meeting in 2010. Following discussion, Ms. Fortay moved, and Mr. Winston seconded, that the Club apply to host the 2010 Virginia State Writers Club meeting on November 6, 2010. Members voted unanimously in support.
Upon hearing this agreement, Ms. Fortay, speaking as the State coordinator for the event, declared that NVWC would host the 2010 event. Ms. Fortay also agreed to chair the organizing committee.

Action:  Ms. Fortay is to notify the VSWC of the decision, and convene a committee to begin the planning for the event.
· Mr. Iden introduced guest speaker Dr. Jack Trammell, Director of Disability Support Services, Higgins Academic Center, Randolph-Macon College (jtrammel@rmc.edu). Dr. Trammell has published nine books in various genres, and spoke to the Club about handling failures and successes.
Dr. Trammell said he has dealt with his share of failures when starting out as a writer, but began seeing successes when he started analyzing, organizing and planning his networking efforts. Through more objective managing of his own efforts, he got better returns.

Dr. Trammell discussed his new book being released this week, “Down on the Chickahominy,” a non-fiction piece about an economy and a style of life that is in its final days because of changes made by Chesapeake Bay management strategies. Dr. Trammell said he is also guided by his belief that there are only two forces that can affect history: arms and language. He is proud to have committed his career to the latter.
· Under New Business, Ms. Liebow asked if the Club could focus some of its energies on the broad initiative in 2010 to support women in business.
Action: Ms. Liebow to distribute a proposal to the membership in advance of the November meeting for discussion at that time.
· Mr. Iden noted that the next meeting is scheduled for November 8 from 2:00 to 4:30 pm. 

Others remarked that the November 7 State event might interfere with the November 8 meeting, and a revised schedule might be in order.

Action:  Mr. Iden is to confirm the meeting date with Mr. Buttram, and see that a notice is distributed.

· The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Collier

Secretary
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