MINUTES
NORTHERN VIRGINIA WRITERS CLUB
MAY 22, 2010

Vice President Don Collier opened the meeting at 1:00 pm at the Woodrow Wilson Library in Falls Church. Members June Forte, Dorothy Hassan, Diane Hennessy King, Patrick Prendergast and Raoul Wentzer were in attendance. New member John Latka submitted his membership papers, and guest Louise Mokone was introduced.

• Ms. Forte made announcements about the treasury ($858 balance; membership now at 24), and brought news from the State. The Golden Nib Award sponsored by VWC has a deadline of September 1, and the NOVAWC Board will need to establish guidelines and process for the club's participation. ACTION: NOVAWC BOARD.

• Ms. Forte also mentioned that the VWC has a Facebook page that members can use to build their own. She also mentioned that the Hanover Festival is August 7 this year.

• Mr. Collier indicated that details for the June meeting have not been released, so members should check the NOVAWC web site regularly for news.

• Mr. Collier introduced guest speaker Karna Small Bodman, past White House policymaker and Senior Director of the National Security Council, and now writer of international thrillers. She had just released her latest thriller, Final Finesse. Ms. Bodman related a number of her personal experiences in the lofty circles of Washington, and pointed out that many government crises of which we all are aware provide good fodder for thrillers, which is what she does. 

She provided helpful insight into the mechanics of finding agents, editors and publishers. A key activity she finds is presence at big writers' conferences; it is there that agents, editors and publishers go to find new material because they feel that the serious writers are the ones willing to pay the fees for attendance.

She cautions that publishers do very little to push your product unless you are already so famous the products move themselves. Ms. Bodman reviewed a long list of marketing gimmicks she uses to get exposure for her works. One that she particularly recommends is getting invited to radio talk shows. A company in Texas called Breakthrough specializes in helping writers find radio spots.

Her products and other information can be found at www.karnabodman.com. She invites NOVAWC members to get on her mailing list for announcements about her work. Her address is 4930 Loughboro Rd NW, Washington DC, 20016.
