MINUTES
NORTHERN VIRGINIA WRITERS CLUB
APRIL 24, 2010

President Matt Iden opened the meeting at 1:00 pm at the Woodrow Wilson Library in Falls Church. Members Roger Boner, Karen Cantwell, Don Collier, Misha Crews Crizer, June Forte, James Gregorio, Diane Hennessy King, Veronica Li, Patrick Prendergast and Raoul Wentzer were in attendance. Guests Laura Capassa, Jason Griffenhagen, Clarence Crews, Louise Mokone, and Mayumi Taniguchi introduced themselves.

• Ms. King distributed registration forms for her Tenth Annual Writing Your Personal History Symposium on Thursday, May 6, at the Vienna Community Center (go to www.viennava. gov and click on the Web Trac icon).

• Ms. Forte reported the cash position of the treasury unchanged from the last report at approximately $888. Seventeen members have paid 2010 dues.

• Mr. Iden announced that Ms. Leibow regretfully had to resign her duties as Club Secretary, and a volunteer to fill the position is being sought.

• Mr. Collier circulated draft criteria for the writers' contest to be held in conjunction with the Virginia Annual Meeting on November 13, 2010. Several options were discussed. Action was passed to the Board for completion.

• Mr. Iden reported that May 22 is the confirmed date for the next meeting, with thriller writer Karna Bodman the guest speaker. Venue is the same.

• Mr. Iden reported that a coffee klatch has been confirmed for 9:00 am Saturday, May 15 at the Firehook Bakery, 105 S. Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

• Ms. Bebe Willoughby, editor, presented a most interesting view of the publishing world today, explaining how economic pressures have changed the roles of editors, agents and publishers. She recommended keeping track of current trends with newsletters such as Publishers' Lunch and Publishers Weekly. She advised that selling books was often best done by word of mouth, with advertising being less effective. But the last word for writers is "persistence is the name of the game." She is very much in favor of using professional editors to groom a manuscript prior to approaching a publisher.
